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Cornwall Youth Music
Action Zone carries out
Invaluable work to help
young people in Cornwall,
writes Amanda Gough

ornwall Youth Music Action Zone (CYMAZ) is
dedicated to supporting young people's
music, personal and social development

Working in partnership with other organisations and
agencies, CYMAZ aims 1o support a young people’s
music and radio network in Cornwall, The charity has
no base, working in youth centres and schools
throughout Comwall; therefore | went along to the
Port Eliot Music and Literature Festival in St Germans
in July 2010 to see the team in action

There are 20 organisations delivenng the Youth
Music Action Zone programme throughout England.
Primarily funded through the Lottery by the national
charity Youth Music, CYMAZ has been supporting and
facilitating music, radio and performance for young
people outside of schodl in Cormwall since 2001,
becoming an independent charity in 2003,

The group works with and supports other arts and
| agencies across Cornwall, Jane Staffien, the

Director of CYMAZ, says: "Music can have a profound

impact on people’s lives and when that expenence IS
supported by a workforce of highly skilled music
leaders the effect is transformational.”

This was CYMAZ's second year at the Port Ebot

Festival and has become a bit of a tradition. If you are
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young and interested in music in any way then Tent

Twenty Five is the place to be. Partnered with Rogue ,‘ S
~ Cantril (Racho

Manager,
CYMAZ) and
Robin Leah

Theatre, CYMAZ managed the Green Room for the
acts playing on the two live stage venues, offering
them a space to refax, network and be interviewed for
CYMAZ Radio,
young people for young people. The Twenty Five Tent
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a new intermet radio station run by

gave young people a chance to get actively involved [Business
in the bands showcased and an opportunity 1o show Development
Manager,

everyone what they could do, CYMAZ) and
Jane Staffien
(Director,
CYMAZ)

Emily Foulkes, the Development Manager of
CYMAZ, says: *Young People have so much drive,
but we know from our work with young people that
they have little outlet to express their creativity anc
love for music, especially in Comwall where rural
isolation is a big issue.” CYMAZ provides that outlet

and assists musicC proje

5 with funding and
development, with the aim to enhance music and
radio projects in Cornwall and improve access and
participation to these projects for young people
Projects such as CYMAZ Internet Radio have been
set up. The Radio Station Manager, Moss Cantrill, says
"Music binds you, and draws people together.” The
CYMAZ Radio Hubs enable young people to be

involved in all aspects of radio, allowing them creativity
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